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reparts on the growing large classic bag — Borth says the com-

pany has rocoived enormous positive

bags from Give-i-Bag are Miwnoﬂbtwmdwdﬂpwh aldluuﬂ. ulwl'mdliwll

Shopping
around the world, They are pricey

popularity of “green”
reusable shopping bags.

OUTH  Africas  “national
flower™, the thin plastic bag
that took ool inevery veld
and on pvery vergo, is virtually
. Now major retallers are push-
lomers (o eschew even the
eizal, thicker plastic bags when shop
ping, espacially grocery buying.

Though many of these bags are
mow “green” by virtue of being made
with a significant amount of recyched
plastle, 118 in the anea of eesable
baps - the ones you can use year afler
year — that the most creativity and
Syl Is being dispiaged,

Made elther from natural fabeies or
thicker recycled synthetics, many of
these bags are also manufactured by
ithe proviously unemgloyed, so benofit:
ing the environment and people.

Scores of motional
gift companies are also selling stylish

For Pick n Pay, “green i the new

- Accoeding to CEO Nick Bad-
minton, the retnil giant has sold more
s 11 mifllon green Lags o date

Rut Badminton says they have
found that move and more of their
shogpers are switching to the alterna.
tive, the "bag for 1ife™,

GIVE A
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* BRING YOUR OWN BAG

runners-up from 10 af the most popu-
desins.

Thavir bags are row boing made,
from bocally sourced natural fiboes, by
Township Fatterns, which offars pre-
viously disadvantaged women the
apporiunity to create their own jobs.

Justin Smith, Woolworths Good
Business Journey manager says the
company is committed to reducing
Mlastle bag usage.

Ttz eabourful fabric shopping baps
are the most popular with their cus-
tommers, They are locally made Ly two
suppliors, one of which is Guseo, an

flour. The materials come from all
over the world — Brazil, Chins and Ball
— and the printed tost en thom make
for stunning and unique designs.

“We never know how many bags
we will make from one pring,” says
~The fabr + cut, washed
and varnished so the print stays. And
each piece Is cut with a heat cutzer to
keep the edges from fraying. All the
iaizs e Linisd.”

e conoept of Ghvell-Bap she
aikls, was to have a green preduct that
had & ~pey-itforward” element. Not
anly did thoy want to share the emi-

Toad by

Inabidt useof plastic
bags. the company late last year
Tsunehad a weh-hased design competi-
tion for a more durmble and stylish
alternative. Customers were asked not
only toprovide innovative designs for

of three inft ]
munity sewing groups, says Smith.
Gusen produces 260 600 reusable bags
for Woalworths each year:
Woolworths also stocks reusable
plastic art hags which showease lacal

lene bags out of dump sites. but
S percent of the profits go te charity.

Ench bag, she says, is tagged with
a unique number. And bag owners ane
encouraged to do a good deed of their

Teedback, “Our clisnts are people who
are booking for cool bags 1o use every-
day and not anly for gmcery shop-
ping," she says,

Envirosax s another range of
reusahle shopping baps made from
lightweight polyester. Waterproof,
they weigh almost nothing, about 40g
each, but can hobd 20k in weight.

They fold up Intoa pocket-size bun-
die, zecured with snag tabiles, that fit
casily into handbags. Available in a
variety of colours and designs, Envi-
rosax are designed in Australia.

They are sold locally by among oth-
s, NetFlorist, an online Nower and
BN delivery company and The Green
Shop, an online sco store.

“These bags are o huge hit with
customers,” says Greg Wallon of The
Green Shop “Peaple use them not
only for shopping. but for the odd bit
of cartying things. so they are conven:
iont and multi-useful,

“Many people prefer not to uss the
plastic bags and don't like the look of
the anes on offer in supermarkets as
they are not really ‘designer’,” says

hir,

NetFlorist's Sus Morris agrees that
going green doesn't have to mean sac-
Fifeing stybe by using standant-ssug
earvas bags. Instead, “you can be styl-
ish, tanciful and kisd to the sarth by
using these eco-friendly tags”.

Sho adds: "Every conscious choies
made can make a difference. We hope
to play our part in encouraging con-
simers tn make good cholees with the
environmentally friendly gift options
awallable.”

= ther eeo bags, but also to vote for their  artists' designs, says Smith. o and post it on the Give-ltBag wel- @ Give-i-Bag: w 021455 9852, e-mai
favourite designs, Retallers aren't the only ones  sie Any actsof kindne th, g t-buag, com o go 10
“Tha competition proved an enor- wha've jumped on the eco-conscions — can make o difference and inspive pee- — wawghe-it-bag com
mous success,” sabd Badminton, “with  trend. Reglna Borth, coowner of the  ple to do good. @ The Green Shops E-mal
8 8 Cape T based Givel-Bag com- The Givelt-Bag website & geared w2, see the webrste
votes pegistered on the site.” pany, svs its trondy handerafod bags 10 online shoppers i Europe, with  waw hegrenshop.en za or for Gateng sabs
An expert panel, which included  are made from woven polypropylene  prices given in Euros, bul the webaite  call Katy a0 072 2197216
fashion designer Deavid Tlale, earller  sacks that were once used toshipfood- — does list local stoekists. @ NetForist: (2 0861 300 600 o tee
this year chose a winner and two  stuffe such as rice, beans, sugar and Although the bags are pricey - wwwnetflorist s
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